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^ THE object of this Edition is to present in an accessible 
*/i form various works by English composers of the 
^ sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, which 

would otherwise be difficult to obtain. 

It is intended to reprint a selection from the music 

hidden away in public and private libraries, which is 

almost unknown, except to antiquaries and collectors 

of rare books. 

Each volume will be accompanied by Introductions, 

Biographical Notices, and references to the authorities 

whence information is obtained. 
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CRANCIS PILKINGTON'S ^* Songs or Ayres" of 1605, which are now 

reprinted for the first time, originally appeared in a single volume, as 
was usual with Songs written with a Lute accompaniment, unlike the Ballets 
or Madrigals which were published in sets of separate Part-books. The 
parts are so disposed on the page that the singers or players could all sit 
round a table and sing from the same volume : that is to say, when the 
book was open, the Treble voice and Lute accompaniment were on the 
left-hand page, while the Alto, Tenor, and Bass parts were placed on the right- 
hand page, so that each faced one of its outer edges. 

It is not quite clear whether the Lute-part was used when the four-part 
setting was sung. From the fact that the two arrangements do not always 
agree, it is probable that this was not intended, at any rate in some of the 
songs. It is most likely that the Songs were written in the first place for 
a single Treble voice with an accompaniment for the Lute (or Orpharion) 
and Viol de Gamba, the arrangement for voices being an afterthought. There 
is no separate part printed for the Viol de Gamba, but of course the part 
allotted to the Bass voice was played on it. 

Some of these Songs have been already reprinted. Nos. i, 6, 7, and 15 
were edited by Oliphant, and No. 6 was printed by Hullah in his ** Vocal 
Scores.'' Following the example of Oliphant, the present Editor has con- 
sidered himself at liberty to make as many alterations in the words as he 
thought desirable. 

This volume contains seven out of twenty-two songs. The others will 
follow in Nos. 19 and 20 of the Old English Edition, the latter of which 
will also contain a brief biographical notice of Pilkington. 



NOTE.-THESE SONGS CAS BE OBTAINED SEPARATELY AT SIXPENCE EACH. 
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Note, The original Title-page has an elaborate ornamental border, in the upper part of 
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To the Right honourable William Earle 

of Darby, Lord Stanley, Lord Strange, of Knocking 

and of the Ifle of Man, and Knight of the moft noble Order 

of the Garter. Francis Pilkington wifheth health, with increafe 
of Honour in this life, and Eternitie heereafter. 




Riftoxenus {thrice noble Lord) held that the Soule of man 
was Muficke : But that the being thereof was framed 
of Bumbees, as the Pithagorians affirme : But for tltat 
it is the fubiect aftd obiect of all harmonicall concents : 
Intimating heereby the dignitie and high renowne of 
that Art, which defcended f^om fo noble a ftemme, feeketh 
by all nieanes pofsible to nobilitate the fame, and that 
man to bee vnfit for the fociety and commerce of men, 
that honoureth not fo worthy a Jewell for tlie life of 
man. Which opinion verely is worthy Ariftoxenus, that is to fay, a noble 
Philofopher, yet how title fquaring with the time, experience a perfect Miftreffc 
of truth hath a long time tatight. For who regardeth the melodius charmes of 
Orpheus, or enchanting melodie of Arion ? furely but a few, Quos arquus amauit 
lupiter dijs geniti, aut ardens euexit ad aethera virtus. Of which rancke 
feeing your Lordfhip liath giuen vndoubted teftimonies of your honour to bee 
one: Mtifitions fhould commit an vndifcreet part of ingratitude not to acknow- 
ledge fo great a fauour. For mine owne part {who am meaneft of many which 
profeffe this diuine skill, though not meaneft in good will and humble affection to 
your Honor) I muft confeffe my felfe m.any waies obliged to your Lor df hips 
familie, not onely,for that my Father and Brother receiued many graces of your 
Honours noble Father, whom they followed, but that my f elf had the like of your 
moft honorable Brother, euen from the firft notice fie chanced to take of "tnee. 
And therfore {moft honourable Lord) I fiaue. heere prefented this oblatio7t, 
liowfoeuer msane, a token of mine affectionate good will and Loue, yea onely 
deuoted to your Lordfhip, which if it may gaine your gracious acceptation, will 
feare neither Zoilus nor Momus his reprehenfion. 

Your Honours in all dutie 

FRANCIS PILKINGTON. 
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